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JA Dallas Facts

44,353
STUDENTS

2,243
CLASSROOMS

21
SCHOOL

DISTRICTS

152
SCHOOLS

6
PRIVATE & CHARTER 

SCHOOLS

4,209
VOLUNTEER

EXPERIENCES

3,625
UNIQUE

VOLUNTEERS

1,930
TEACHERS

JA does make a diff erence, one child at a time. In fact, 
over 44,000 times during the 2014-15 school year 
throughout schools in Dallas County.  

Over 3,700 volunteers gave of their time to provide 
business role models, basic business skills and fi nancial 
literacy to the most at-risk students.  With blended 
curriculum and digital components, Junior Achievement 
continues to help students see the relevance and 
importance of education in their lives.  These volunteers 
deliver the JA curriculum and talk about their work 
and life experiences.  Partnering with school teachers, 
volunteers provide the third-party validation that makes 
education relevant!  JA volunteers provide man-power 
that is valued at over $500,000 according to the Points 
of Light Foundation.  What an amazing partnership we 
have and we are grateful.

The JA Dallas Board of Directors completed a strategic 
plan with a goal to expand our impact to 60,000 
students by the school year 2017-18.  We have a big 
goal.   We believe in the mission and that reaching 
greater numbers will provide a huge return on 
investment in the lives of the future leaders of Dallas.
Thank you for your fi nancial support – we exist on 100% 
private funds and volunteers.  I invite you to share our 
vision of reaching 100% of the most at-risk youth by 
supporting us fi nancially and/or through volunteer hours. 

Thank you.

Tracy Merzi
Chairman, Board of Directors

Junior Achievement of Dallas

“ “

SEEING A 6TH GRADER’S 
EYES OPEN WIDE AND 
KNOWING THAT JUNIOR 
ACHIEVEMENT OF DALLAS 
MAKES A DIFFERENCE 
MADE MY VOLUNTEER 
EXPERIENCE COMPLETELY 
WORTHWHILE.

Chairman’s Letter

– JA in a Day Volunteer



“
Zackery Maule’s  
Story

W hen Zackery Maule was chosen to 
represent Plano’s Vines High School 
as a High School Hero for Junior 

Achievement, his mother Annette was beaming 
with pride. She knew it would be an investment 
of his time, but Annette - a mentor, a dedicated 
volunteer for her two children’s schools, a past 
President of Plano ISD Council of PTAs and an 
active community volunteer - knew the impact 
that volunteering makes, especially in schools. 
What she didn’t expect was that this experience 
would help her son set his future goals and 
inspire her to get involved as well.

“When Zack would get into the car after his days 
at his JA school, Meadows Elementary, he was 
just beaming and more excited than I have ever 
seen him,” said Annette. “He talked non-stop 
about the kids, their questions and what they 
were learning.”

Zack’s enthusiasm was contagious: The kids 
loved learning from him. “One day he had an 
epiphany, he climbed into the car and told 
me he wanted to be a teacher and help make 
learning exciting and easier,” said Annette. 

Zackery has struggled in school because he is 
dyslexic. According to Annette he has pushed 
his way through, but it has been a roller coaster 
ride as his confidence sometimes gets knocked 
down along the way. Through JA’s High School 
Hero program, he realized that he had learning 
experiences that could help others find their path. 
“This program has given Zackery inspiration 
and confidence for his own life like no other 
experience in high school has,” added Annette.

And Zackery, without realizing it, inspired his 
mother too. When a good friend of Annette’s 
subtly sent her information about volunteering 
for JA’s program at Haggard Middle School, 
Annette was elated. She now had a chance to 
give back to a program that not only inspires the 
students it touches, but the mentors as well.

“When I am in the classroom with the kids, I 
am so energized because they are completely 
involved and asking questions,” said Annette. 
“This program exposes them to so much and 
helps them realize new things that are out there 
– it is incredible and I wish every student would 
have the opportunity to experience it.”

THIS PROGRAM  
HAS GIVEN ZACKERY 
INSPIRATION AND 
CONFIDENCE FOR HIS 
OWN LIFE LIKE NO 
OTHER EXPERIENCE IN 
HIGH SCHOOL HAS.

”– Annette Maule



JA IN A DAY®

– JA Dallas Student

– JA Dallas Student 
and Future Engineer

– JA Dallas Student

– JA Dallas Student

STANDARD JA CURRICULUM

CAPITAL ONE/JUNIOR ACHIEVEMENT FINANCE PARK

JA JOB SHADOW™

brought 77 partner companies to present the elementary and middle 
school curriculum over the course of one school day to more than 
25,000 students. Volunteers presented the interactive curriculum to 51 
area schools and made a signifi cant impact while providing employees 
with a team-building and morale-boosting experience.

impactful age-appropriate curriculum for students in kindergarten 
through 12th grade delivered in a number of diff erent ways.

You helped me to believe that anyone can be successful no 
matter who you are and where you come from.”

One thing I enjoyed was the board game where we had the option 
to ‘stay in school’ or to ‘work’ to earn points. I learned that though 
education is a slow option to earn money, it will pay off  in the future 
allowing you to choose better occupations.”

A huge thing I learned during my time at Finance Park was that 
managing a budget is very diffi  cult, however it is possible if you 
know how to save and balance your money. Saving is a very 
important part of budgeting money.”

I learned how to be motivated and remain confi dent 
during a job interview.”

is delivered one hour per week for fi ve to seven weeks depending on the 
grade level of students. Educators see great benefi ts of having a business 

professional in their classroom over an extended time period while 
providing students with the JA curriculum.

is a real-life simulation where more than 4,000 middle and high school 
students experienced making intelligent lifelong personal fi nance 
decisions. With the all-new digitized format, these students had even 
more one-on-one time with their volunteer to help make those tough 
life decisions and ask questions to better understand the real world, 
setting a budget and managing it in 20 separate areas.

off ers high school students a unique opportunity: a visit to a professional work 
environment where they receive insights into how to identify and develop 

a fulfi lling career. This year over 900 students from 16 high schools had the 
privilege of visiting Accenture, AT&T, Microsoft or Thomson Reuters to acquire 
and apply the skills needed in demanding and ever-changing workplaces and 
learn about a variety of careers and their requirements. They also developed 

job-hunting tools such as networking, resumes, and interviewing skills.

“
“

“

“

Junior Achievement Provides



JA HIGH SCHOOL HEROES

JA COMPANY PROGRAM

JUNIOR ACHIEVEMENT DALLAS BUSINESS HALL OF FAME®

JA BOWL-A-THON

SWING FOR JA

saw an increase in participation from local high schools. Over 600 high
school students from 13 schools delivered the JA Curriculum. Seeing the
value of being role models to the younger students, they exemplifi ed 
the importance of staying in school, while developing and strengthening 
leadership, communication, presentation and team-building skills. Nearly 
5,500 elementary students got to imagine their own futures as successful high 
school students while learning the entrepreneurship, fi nancial literacy and 
work readiness concepts contained in JA’s programs.

is back!  Twenty-three high school students, with the guidance of 
their teacher and JA volunteer, participated in the all-new digitized 

program. The JA Company Program is more relevant to today’s 
students and includes online learning, digital tools and current 

trends in small business startups. JA volunteers partner with high 
school business classes to provide the students with a 13-week 

experience of starting a company, selling a product and learning 
what it takes to be an entrepreneur today.

had a record-breaking year at its 17th Annual Gala and 60th 
Anniversary Celebration, raising nearly $500,000. Over 450 
guests enjoyed an evening honoring Laureates Joel T. Allison, 
Doug Brooks, David B. Miller and Legacy Laureate Louis A. 
Beecherl, Jr. Also honored was the 2015 JA Dallas Student of 
the Year, Sandra Vazquez, from Woodrow Wilson High School.

had a remarkable year and made a diff erence for over 
7,000 students. Twenty companies and more than 1,400 

bowlers raised more than $255,000, while striking out 
fi nancial illiteracy, during the 60s-themed Bowl-A-Thon.

teed off  this year with a hole in one! This fi rst-time event 
brought nearly 100 golfers to Topgolf Allen for a day of  
irons, wedges and putters. Over $35,000 was raised to 
help inspire Dallas-area students.

– JA Dallas Student

The most important thing I learned about being a high school 
hero is that we need to be better role models for the young kids 
because they look up to us and they are the future.”“



JUNIOR ACHIEVEMENT OF DALLAS YOUNG PROFESSIONALS BOARD
2015-2016

Support and Revenue  2015 2014

 Contributions  $1,126,559 $1,000,226
 Donated Goods and Services $122,235 $129,143
 Special Events  $693,470 $471,427
 Interest and Other  $12,490 $23,376

Support and Revenue  $1,954,754 $1,624,172

Expenses

Program Services  $1,256,508 $1,281,946
General and Administrative  $131,974 $134,087
Fundraising  $262,354 $267,322

Total Expenses  $1,650,836 $1,683,355

2015 2014
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Mark Agnew
The AYCO Company

Joanna Banks
Exxon Mobil Corporation

Christopher Fleming
First Choice Emergency Room

Matthew Garcia
Offi  ce of Congressman 
Pete Sessions

Diana Griffi  n
KPMG LLP

William Groves
U.S. Trust/Bank of America 
Private Wealth Management

Finances at a Glance

Paul Haney, Chairman
Frost

Alexandra Higgins
Value Management Group

Michael Kahn
JPMorgan Chase

Stephen Myers
Norton Rose Fulbright

Katharine Nock
The Kroger Company

Jeff  Owens
Travis Wolff  LLP

Jennifer Pierce
AIG

Michelle Peach
Norton Rose Fulbright

Scott Riddle
Kane Russell Coleman Logan

Adam Ruff 
RTW Financial Advisors

Christie Stanley
Alcatel-Lucent

Shareron Willis
AT&T



JUNIOR ACHIEVEMENT OF DALLAS EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS
2015-2016

JUNIOR ACHIEVEMENT OF DALLAS BOARD OF DIRECTORS
2015-2016

Tracy Merzi, Chair 
Publisher
Dallas Business Journal

Sandra Wells, Chair Elect
Tax Partner
Ernst & Young LLP

Benjamin Carroum, 
Secretary and Treasurer
VP-Government and Not for 
Profi t Banking
JPMorgan Chase

Michael Doyle, Past Chair
Principal
Capgemini North America

Lindy Austin 
Director of Strategic Client 
Services
Imprimis Group

Kirk Baylor
Growth Sales Leader
IBM

Gary Carter

Robert Ciminelli
VP Airport Integration
American Airlines

Reginald Colby
VP Procurement
Coca-Cola Refreshments

Keith Doan

John Gustafson
VP, Digital
American Airlines

Todd Burns, Chair – 
Funding Action 
SVP Global 
Commercial Banking
Bank of America Merrill Lynch

David Cargile, Chair –
Brand Action
Managing Director – Advisory 
Services
KPMG LLP

Christy Jacoby, Chair – 
Board Action
SVP - FP&A + Strategy
Frito-Lay, Inc.

David Swiney, Chair – Audit
Principal
KPMG LLP

Alan Hamrick
Senior Regional Brokerage 
Manager, SVP
Wells Fargo 

Susan Haseley 
Managing Director
Protiviti Inc.

Jonathan Hill
Managing Director
Slalom Consulting

Phillip Huffi  nes
Co-Owner
Huffi  nes Communities 

Kevin Kemp
Partner
BKD, LLP

Lynne Lachenmyer
VP
Exxon Mobil Corporation

Ray LaDieu
VP
BBVA Compass 

David Whiting, Chair – 
Impact Action
SVP/Group Manager
Comerica Bank

Corey Anthony 
SVP, Core Install & Maintenance
AT&T

Diane Hartley
Director
Travis Wolff  LLP

Jerry Kielman
VP – Dallas Territory Manager
AIG

John Shelnutt
Area VP US Sales
Cisco Systems, Inc.

Swastik Lahiri
Principal
Randstad Technologies

Brenda Le
VP Americas Lead to Order
Alcatel-Lucent

John Maguire

Christian Moreno
VP
Lockton Dunning Benefi ts

David Pansing
Partner
Grant Thornton LLP

Paul Parette
Partner
Deloitte

Brad Phillips
Treasurer
Darling Ingredients, Inc.

Brent Raindl
President, Preston Center
PlainsCapital Bank

Douglas Scandling
Director, Risk Control
Citi

John Trevino
President & General Manager
Telemundo 39

Amanda Vela
Group Director G397
Target Corporation

Rudy Walker
SVP, Consumer Sales Manager
Regions

Spencer Williams
VP-Finance
ACE Cash Express

Paul Sullivan
Emeritus



Our Partners
The JA Partners listed below have generously donated funds and/or volunteer resources to provide the JA curriculum to students.

Refl ects donors of $1,000 and above.

1201 Executive Dr. West        |         Richardson, TX 75081        |         www. jadallas.org

A Maceo Smith High School
 Heroes*

Accenture

ACE Cash Express

AIG

Air Serv Corp

Alcatel-Lucent

Alliant*

Allianz SE*

William J. Alt

Ally Financial Inc.

American Airlines

Anonymous

A. T. Kearney, Inc.*

AT&T

Lindy Austin

AYCO Company, L.P., 
 A Goldman Sachs Company

Ralph W. Babb, Jr.

Balfour Beatty Construction*

Bank of America

Baylor Scott & White Health

BBVA Compass

BDO USA, LLP

John Beecherl

BKD, LLP

Julie Blanton

Brinker International

Doug & Holly Brooks

Todd Burns

CAGE, Inc.

Capgemini North America

Capital One

David Cargile

Catholic Charities of Dallas*

Celanese

Robert Ciminelli

Cisco Systems, Inc.

Citi

Comerica Bank

Community Trust Bank

Gail Cooksey

Cooksey Communications

*Have generously provided volunteers to teach in the classroom.

Cooper Aerobics Center

Michael Cox

CRC Insurance Services

Dallas Business Journal

The Dallas Foundation

Dallas HD Films

Dallas Women’s Foundation

Darling Ingredients, Inc.

Data Center Systems

David B. Miller Family Foundation

Jan B. Davis

Deloitte

DeVry University

William Dillard

DLA Piper

Keith & Allison Doan

Berkley H. Downie

Michael Doyle

Thomas M. Dunning

Phillip & Shannon Durst

Ecolab

Embark

Ernst & Young LLP

Heather Esping

Kathryn Etcheverry

Exxon Mobil Corporation

Fannie and Stephen Kahn 
 Charitable Foundation

Fannie Mae*

Fidelity Investments

First Choice Emergency Room

Flowserve Worldwide 
 Headquarters

Fogo de Chão

Frost

G2 Secure Staff  LLC

GE

Michael Gehring

Kimberly Gershon

Goldman Sachs

Goosehead Insurance*

Jody & Sheila Grant

Joseph M. Grant

Grant Thornton LLP

Harmony School of Innovation 
 High School Heroes*

Harmony Science Academy
 High School Heroes*

Haynes and Boone, LLP

Darryl Heath

Hegi Family Foundation

Kay B. Herring

Ann Hobson

Phillip & Holly Huffi  nes

The Men & Women of 
 Hunt Consolidated

IBM

Imprimis Group

Insurance Industry Charitable
 Foundation, Inc.

Sue Irish

J J Pearce High School Heroes*

Jack E Singley Academy High
 School Heroes*

Christy A. Jacoby

JPMorgan Chase

Katherine C. Carmody Charitable
 Trust

Herb Kelleher

Kevin L. Kemp

Jim & Margo Keyes

Jerry Kielman

Anne Marie Knop

Kohl Foundation

Kohl’s Corporation

Laura Koonsman

KPMG LLP

KRLD NewsRadio 1080

The Kroger Company

Swastik Lahiri

Lake Highlands High School
 Heroes*

Lakeview Centennial High School
 Heroes*

Stephen R. LaSala

Lee Financial Corporation*

Legacy Texas Bank

Jack Lowe, Jr.

Lyco Holdings Incorporated

MacArthur High School Heroes*

John Maguire

Hussain Manjee

Mathews Community*

Tracy Merzi

Microsoft Corporation

Mark Mitchell

Jay & Jan Murfi eld

Katharine Nock

North Dallas Bank & Trust Co.

Northrop Grumman Corporation

Norton Rose Fulbright

Novation*

Erle Nye

Oncor

Orix USA Corp.

Paul & Charla Parette

PepsiCo, Inc.

Brad Phillips

PlainsCapital Bank

Prospect Airport Services

Protiviti Inc.

Brent Raindl

Randstad Technologies

Rent-A-Center*

RGP - Resources Global 
 Professionals

RGT Capital Management, LTD

Richardson Chamber of
 Commerce

Richardson High School Heroes*

Rockwell Collins

Roy Lee Walker 
 Elementary School Parents*

Saint Mark’s 
 Catholic School Parents*

SAP Americas

Douglas Scandling

Rick & Catherine Shae

John Shelnutt

Abigail Sinwell

Alan Smith, 
 In memory of Sandi Smith

South Garland High School
 Heroes*

Southern Methodist University

Oliver & Susan Stark

State Farm Insurance Company

Roger & Marianne Staubach

Ron & Phyllis Steinhart

Paul & Barbara Sullivan

David Swiney

Synchrony Financial*

Hettie Tabor

Telemundo 39

Mike & Mary Terry

Texas Woman’s University*

John & Debbie Tolleson

Tolleson Wealth Management

Topgolf USA, Inc.

The Travelers Companies, Inc.*

Travis Wolff  LLP

John Trevino

United Way of Metropolitan
 Dallas, Inc.

The University of Texas at Dallas*

The University of Texas at Dallas
 College Heroes*

USAA

U.S. Risk Insurance Group, Inc.

Verizon Communications Inc.*

VHA, Inc.

ViewPoint Bank

Vin and Caren Prothro Foundation

Vines High School Heroes*

Tom W. Watson

Sandra Wells

Wells Fargo Bank

White Rock 
 Elementary School Parents*

David Whiting

Brent Williams

Shareron Willis

Woodforest National Bank*

Woodrow Wilson High School
 Heroes*

Nicole Woods

Zurich American Insurance
 Company*
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